
 
 

Strengthening Institutional Support for Native Artists (SISNA) 
Master List: Institutional Support for Native Artists & Culture Bearers 

A Living Resource with Annotations 
 

Native artists thrive when cultural institutions, funders, and agencies listen, respond, and act on their 
voices. Across Indian Country and beyond, hundreds of programs demonstrate what works—fellowships, 
residencies, markets, apprenticeships, artist-led councils, exhibitions, publishing, performance, and more. 
 
The SISNA Library is a clearinghouse of resources for: 
ARTISTS: funding, residencies, markets, training, and networks. 
INSTITUTIONS: models and strategies to strengthen support for Native arts. 
 
To add or update information, use the QR code which leads to the SISNA Library 
Submission form.  
 

CONTENTS 

National Leadership & Infrastructure .............................................................................................................. 3 
ATALM Leadership & National Programs ..................................................................................................... 3 
Native-Led Organizations ............................................................................................................................. 3 
Non-Native Programs Serving Native Artists ............................................................................................... 4 
Federal & National Agencies (U.S.) .............................................................................................................. 5 
Regional Arts Organizations (RAOs) ............................................................................................................ 5 
State & Jurisdictional Arts Councils.............................................................................................................. 5 
Local Arts Agencies Serving Native Artists .................................................................................................. 6 
Policy & Advocacy Organizations ................................................................................................................. 6 

Tribal & Community-Based Institutions ........................................................................................................... 7 
Archives ......................................................................................................................................................... 7 
Arts & Cultural Programs .............................................................................................................................. 7 
Libraries ........................................................................................................................................................ 8 
Museums & Cultural Centers ........................................................................................................................ 8 

Creative Disciplines & Fields ............................................................................................................................ 9 
Visual Arts & Material Culture ...................................................................................................................... 9 
Dance, Theater & Storytelling ...................................................................................................................... 9 
Film & Media Arts ........................................................................................................................................10 
Music & Performance .................................................................................................................................. 11 
Literary Arts (Authors & Storytellers) ......................................................................................................... 11 



  
Strengthening Institutional Support for Native Artists (SISNA) - Resource Directory  Last update: Nov. 2025 

 

ASSOCIATION OF TRIBAL ARCHIVES, LIBRARIES, AND MUSEUMS 2 

 

Interdisciplinary & Traditional Arts ............................................................................................................. 12 
Artist Development & Opportunities ............................................................................................................. 12 

Residencies & Fellowships ........................................................................................................................... 12 
Markets & Festivals ...................................................................................................................................... 15 
Online Sales & E-Commerce Platforms (e.g., Etsy, IndigiExchange, etc.) ..................................................16 
Artist Directories & Registries .....................................................................................................................16 
Education, Training & Mentorship Programs (workshops, master artist programs, apprenticeships) .... 17 
Creative Enterprise & Entrepreneurship .....................................................................................................18 
Professional Networks & Collectives ..........................................................................................................19 
Technical Assistance & Capacity-Building Programs ..................................................................................19 
Legal & Intellectual Property Resources .................................................................................................... 20 
Youth & Emerging Artist Programs ............................................................................................................ 20 

Funders & Financial Support ........................................................................................................................... 21 
Philanthropic Foundations .......................................................................................................................... 21 
Federal & State Grant Programs................................................................................................................. 23 
Tribal and Community Grantmakers .......................................................................................................... 23 
Corporate & Private Sponsors .................................................................................................................... 24 
Crowdfunding Platforms and Microgrants ................................................................................................ 24 

Publications, Media & Research .................................................................................................................... 25 
Publications & Media Platforms ................................................................................................................. 25 
Digital & Broadcast Outlets (podcasts, radio, online media)..................................................................... 26 
Research, Data, and Reports on Native Arts .............................................................................................. 26 
Storytelling & Visibility Initiatives (spotlight features, award programs, media series) ......................... 26 

International & Cross-Cultural Programs ...................................................................................................... 27 
International Indigenous Programs ........................................................................................................... 27 
Global Collaborations & Exchanges............................................................................................................ 27 
Cross-Border Fellowships & Partnerships .................................................................................................. 28 

 

  



  
Strengthening Institutional Support for Native Artists (SISNA) - Resource Directory  Last update: Nov. 2025 

 

ASSOCIATION OF TRIBAL ARCHIVES, LIBRARIES, AND MUSEUMS 3 

 

NATIONAL LEADERSHIP & INFRASTRUCTURE  

 

Purpose: Framework-level systems that guide, fund, or coordinate Native arts at national 
and regional levels.  
 

ATALM LEADERSHIP & NATIONAL PROGRAMS 

• ATALM International Conference of Indigenous Archives, Libraries, and Museums - Annual 
gatherings with art market, showcases, and training. 

• Arts & Culture Councils Development Initiative (NACC) - A special project funded by the Ford 
Foundation to support tribes in establishing and strengthening Native Arts & Culture Councils. 

• Culture Builds Community (CBC) - A program funded by the Institute of Museum and Library 
Services to help Native communities plan cultural facilities. 

• Native Craft Artist Readiness Program (NCARP) - In partnership with the Craft Emergency Relief 
Fund, this program offers training and funding tailored for Native craft artists. 

• Strengthening Institutional Support for Native Artists (SISNA) - Building a national master plan to 
generate more institutional support for artists through programs, funding, and resources. 

 

NATIVE-LED ORGANIZATIONS 

• All My Relations Arts (AMRA) - Midwest hub for contemporary Native art exhibitions, residencies, 
and scholarships, program of NACDI. 

• American Indian Alaska Travel Tourism Association (AIANTA) - National organization dedicated to 
advancing a mission to define, introduce, grow, and sustain American Indigenous tourism; events, 
education, and resources. 

• Association of American Indian Affairs - Native non-profit, cultural sovereignty programs, Eagle 
Feathers Working Group, and sacred site protections. 

• Cahokia PHX - An Indigenous-led platform for creative placekeeping projects with individuals and 
organizations in the Downtown Phoenix area. 

• Center for Native Futures (CFNF) - Platform for Native and Indigenous futurists; programs, exhibits, 
artist-in-residence opportunities in Chicago, Illinois. 

• Children of the Setting Sun - Nonprofit organization focused on storytelling, education, and 
research to amplify Native voices and collective action; annual gathering, opportunities, and events 
for Indigenous filmmakers and cultural practitioners.  

• Crow's Shadow Institute of the Arts (CSIA) - Studio and artist residencies, youth printmaking 
programs, traditional arts workshops. 

• First Nations Development Institute (FNDI) - Offering direct financial grants, technical assistance, 
and training. 

• First Peoples Fund - Fellowships, Artist in Business Leadership program, Rolling Rez Arts mobile 
hub, Our Nations’ Spaces. 

• Forge Project - Native-led non-profit organization whose mandate is to cultivate and advance 
Indigenous leadership in arts and culture; fellowships, convenings, special programs, and resources. 

• IndigenousWays - Programs and festivals to promote balance for communities through music, arts, 
and outreach. 

https://www.atalm.org/past-conferences/
https://www.atalm.org/programs/past-programs/native-arts-culture-councils-pilot-project/
https://www.atalm.org/new-culture-builds-community-planning-and-constructing-native-cultural-facilities/
https://www.atalm.org/programs/past-programs/native-craft-artist-readiness-program/
https://www.atalm.org/programs/current-programs/strengthening-institutional-support-for-native-artists-sisna/
https://allmyrelationsarts.org/
https://americanindigenoustourism.org/
https://www.indian-affairs.org/
https://www.cahokiaphx.com/
https://www.centerfornativefutures.org/
https://settingsunproductions.org/
https://www.crowsshadow.org/
https://www.firstnations.org/
https://www.firstpeoplesfund.org/
https://www.forgeproject.com/
https://www.indigenousways.org/
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• National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) - Non-profit organization serving as the unified voice 
for American Indian and Alaska Native issues. 

• Native American Community Development Institute (NACDI) - Arts and culture programs, events, 
and resources designed to amplify and advance the Native American community’s vision for a 
vibrant future. 

• Native Americans in Philanthropy (NAP) - Native-led organization applying Indigenous values to the 
philanthropic sector; programs, events, and resources. 

• Native Arts & Cultures Foundation (NACF) - Fellowships, LIFT (early-career), and a Native-led 
cultural center. 

• NDN Collective - Flexible, community-rooted support for artists and cultural leaders. 

• Pa'i Foundation - Nonprofit organization, mission to preserve and perpetuate Native Hawaiian 
cultural traditions; events, programs, and resources. 

• Potlatch Fund - Native-led nonprofit funding tribal and urban Native communities in Washington, 
Oregon, Idaho, and Montana. 

• The Ciri Foundation - Non-profit organization offering grants, scholarships, online handbook, and 
other resources for Alaska Native Artists. 

 

NON-NATIVE PROGRAMS SERVING NATIVE ARTISTS  

• Art Bridges Foundation - Provides financial and strategic support for exhibitions, loans and 
collection sharing. 

• Craft Emergency Relief Fund (CERF+) - Emergency grants, readiness, recovery for craft artists. 

• Creative Capital for Artists - Project grants; Indigenous artists among awardees. 

• Indian Arts Research Center (IARC) - Artist Fellowships, collections access and stewardship, hands-
on training, seminars supporting innovations in Native American studies, art history, and 
expression, division of the School of Advanced Research. 

• MacArthur Fellows - Unrestricted fellowships; Indigenous artists selected in the past. (not a 
program to apply to, but influential recognition). 

• National Folk Festival (NCTA) - Showcases folk/traditional arts including Native artists. 

• NEST Guild & Makers United – Global network for handcraft businesses; access to on-demand 
learning resources, training workshops, personalized mentorship, financial readiness and capital 
access programs. 

• Santa Fe Art Institute - Thematic residencies including Indigenous cohorts, fellowships, events, 
open calls, rental spaces. 

• s'gʷi gʷi ʔ altxʷ: House of Welcome on The Evergreen State College Olympia (Tacoma, WA) - 
Public service center, built in collaboration with Northwest Tribes; Indigenous Arts Campus, 
resources for Native artists, Native Creative Development Program; Northwest Heritage Program; 
Supporting Indigenous Arts Mastery (SIAM) grant program. 

• Smithsonian Folklife Festival - Annual National Mall festival featuring Native artists/culture bearers. 

• Tamarind Institute | The University of New Mexico College of Fine Arts - Collaborative print 
residencies/editions with Indigenous artists. 

• Ucross Foundation - Dedicated fellowship supporting the work of contemporary Native visual 
artists, writers, and performers; Call for applications for Fall 2026 (August through early 
December) is open from November 1 to January 15; No application fees. 

https://www.ncai.org/
https://nacdi.org/
https://nativephilanthropy.org/
https://www.nativeartsandcultures.org/
https://ndncollective.org/grant-opportunities/
https://paifoundation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PotlatchFund/
https://thecirifoundation.org/
https://artbridgesfoundation.org/
https://cerfplus.org/
https://creative-capital.org/
https://sarweb.org/iarc/
https://www.macfound.org/programs/awards/fellows/
https://www.nationalfolkfestival.com/
https://www.buildanest.org/nest-guild
https://sfai.org/
https://www.evergreen.edu/houseofwelcome
https://festival.si.edu/
https://tamarind.unm.edu/
https://www.ucrossfoundation.org/native-american-fellowships.html
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• Vermont Studio Center (VSC) - Fellowships, residencies, visiting artist & writer program; Indigenous 
artists among awardees. 

 

FEDERAL & NATIONAL AGENCIES (U.S.)  

• Administration for Native Americans (ANA) - Funding opportunities for cultural preservation, 
language revitalization, arts integration; Office of the Administration for Children & Families, U.S. 
Department of Health & Human Services. 

• Indian Arts and Crafts Board (IACB) - Oversees enforcement of the Indian Arts and Crafts Act, 
Source Directory for Native Artists, Exhibition Opportunities, Resources and Publications; operates 
under the U.S. Department of the Interior. 

• Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) - Funding opportunities to support and advance 
the work of museums, libraries, and related institutions. 

• National Assembly of State Arts Organizations (NASAA) - Nonprofit, nonpartisan organization 
dedicated to strengthening state and jurisdictional arts agencies; directory of the nation’s 56 arts 
agencies, resources, and events. 

• National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) - National Heritage Fellowships; Folk & Traditional Arts 
grants; across disciplines. 

• National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) - Grants for humanities projects, documentary film, 
archives/oral history with many Native recipients. 

• United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) - Offering grants that support traditional 
harvesting methods, Indigenous food systems, as well as education and resources for food, 
agriculture, natural resources, rural development, nutrition, and related issues. 

 

REGIONAL ARTS ORGANIZATIONS (RAOS)  

• Arts Midwest - Folk/traditional programs; community grants including tribal partners. 

• Creative West (formally Western States Arts Federation, WESTAF) - Regional fellowships; equity 
initiatives including Indigenous participation. 

• Mid-America Arts Alliance (M-AAA) - Interchange fellowships; community practice, including 
Indigenous artists. 

• Mid Atlantic Arts - Folk/traditional grants; touring; regional initiatives with tribal inclusion. 

• New England Foundation for the Arts (NEFA) - Dance/theater touring and creation; Native artists 
eligible/featured. 

• South Arts - Folk & Traditional Arts apprenticeships; touring; SE tribal artists supported. 
 

STATE & JURISDICTIONAL ARTS COUNCILS  

• Alaska State Council on the Arts - Fellowships; community/folk programs. 

• Minnesota State Arts Board - Folk & traditional support; statewide grants. 

• Montana Arts Council - Grants/apprenticeships; artist support. 

• New Mexico Arts - Artist-in-residencies, Folk & Traditional Arts; statewide grants. 

• North Dakota Council on the Arts - Traditional Arts Apprenticeships. 

• Oklahoma Arts Council - Native Arts Program; apprenticeships; grants. 

• South Dakota Arts Council - Traditional Arts Apprenticeships 

https://vermontstudiocenter.org/
https://acf.gov/ana
https://www.doi.gov/IACB
https://www.imls.gov/find-funding/funding-opportunities
https://nasaa-arts.org/
https://www.arts.gov/
https://www.neh.gov/
https://www.usda.gov/
https://artsmidwest.org/
https://wearecreativewest.org/
https://www.maaa.org/
https://www.midatlanticarts.org/
https://www.nefa.org/
https://www.southarts.org/
https://arts.alaska.gov/
https://www.arts.state.mn.us/
https://art.mt.gov/
https://nmarts.org/
https://www.arts.nd.gov/
https://www.arts.ok.gov/
https://artscouncil.sd.gov/
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• Wisconsin Arts Board - Opportunities, business resources. 

• Virginia Commission for the Arts - Grants, initiatives, resources. 
 

LOCAL ARTS AGENCIES SERVING NATIVE ARTISTS  

• American Indian Artists Inc. (AMERINDA) - Multi-arts services organization fostering artistic 
production by tribally-enrolled Native artists working and presenting in New York City. 

• Indigenous Peoples Task Force (Minneapolis, MN) - Integrating cultural arts with trauma recovery 
and community wellness for Native families. 

• Ohketeau Cultural Center - Native founded and run cultural center in Central and Western 
Massachusetts, illuminating the work of Indigenous artists, ancestors, culture-bearers, and activists; 
resources, news, and events. 

• Ojibwe Cultural Foundation - Established to preserve and revitalize the language, culture, arts, 
spirituality, and traditions of the Anishinaabe people of Mnidoo Mnising (Manitoulin Island) and 
surrounding area (Canada); events, exhibitions, and programs. 

• Redhawk Indigenous Arts Council - Non-profit dedicated to educating the general public about 
Native American heritage through song, dance, theater, works of art and other cultural forms of 
expression; programs, events, and social justice resources. 

• Sacred Pipe Resource Center Arts Council - Assisting with plans and activities that connect 
traditional and contemporary cultural arts with healing and social justice. 

• s'gʷi gʷi ʔ altxʷ: House of Welcome on The Evergreen State College Olympia (Tacoma, WA) - 
Public service center, built in collaboration with Northwest Tribes; Indigenous Arts Campus, 
resources for Native artists, Native Creative Development Program; Northwest Heritage Program; 
Supporting Indigenous Arts Mastery (SIAM) grant program.  

• Virginia Native Arts Alliance - Supporting Native artists and strengthening the preservation of the 
history, culture, and traditions of Tsenacommacah (Virginia). 

• Woodland Indian Art, Inc. - Non-profit organization created to expand the awareness and 
appreciation of Woodland Indian art and culture through education, events and markets. 

• yəhaw̓ Indigenous Creatives Collective - Arts opportunities for creatives, exhibitions, installations, 
performances, residencies, markets, publications, grants, and other community-led projects in 
South Seattle, on Coast Salish territories. 

 

POLICY & ADVOCACY ORGANIZATIONS 

• Association of American Indian Affairs - Native non-profit, cultural sovereignty programs, Eagle 
Feathers Working Group, and sacred site protections. 

• Indian Arts and Crafts Board (IACB) - Oversees enforcement of the Indian Arts and Crafts Act, 
Source Directory for Native Artists, Exhibition Opportunities, Resources and Publications; operates 
under the U.S. Department of the Interior. 

• National Congress of American Indians (NCAI) - Non-profit organization serving as the unified voice 
for American Indian and Alaska Native Issues since 1944. 

• Native Americans in Philanthropy (NAP) - Native-led organization applying Indigenous values to the 
philanthropic sector; programs, events, and resources. 

• United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII) - High-level advisory body to the 
Economic and Social Council, providing advice, recommendations on Indigenous issues. 

https://artsboard.wisconsin.gov/Pages/Home.aspx
https://vca.virginia.gov/
https://amerinda.org/main/
https://indigenouspeoplestf.org/mikwanedun-audisookon-building-project/
https://www.ohketeau.org/
https://ojibwe-cultural-foundation.myshopify.com/
https://www.redhawkcouncil.org/
https://www.sacredpipe.net/community-councils/arts/
https://www.evergreen.edu/houseofwelcome
https://www.virginianativeartsalliance.com/
https://www.woodlandindianart.com/
https://yehawshow.com/
https://www.indian-affairs.org/
https://www.doi.gov/IACB
https://www.ncai.org/
https://nativephilanthropy.org/
https://social.desa.un.org/issues/indigenous-peoples/unpfii
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TRIBAL & COMMUNITY-BASED INSTITUTIONS 

 

Purpose: Local cultural anchors that sustain creative practice, community identity, and 
intergenerational learning.  
 

ARCHIVES 

• ATALM Directory of Native and non-Native Cultural Institutions - Interactive Google map of Tribal 
Archives, Cultural Centers, Libraries, Museums, Tribal Colleges, and non-Native institutions with 
Indigenous collections. 

• IAIA Research Center for Contemporary Native Arts - Scholarship, discourse, and interpretation of 
contemporary Native art; Access to the IAIA Museum of Contemporary Native Arts (MoCNA) 
collection, and the IAIA Archival holdings documenting the activities of significant Native American 
artists and arts advocates. 

 

ARTS & CULTURAL PROGRAMS 

• All My Relations Arts (AMRA) - Midwest hub for contemporary Native art exhibitions, residencies, 
and scholarships, program of NACDI. 

• Cahokia PHX - An Indigenous-led platform for creative placekeeping projects with individuals and 
organizations in the Downtown Phoenix area. 

• Center for Native Futures (CFNF) - Platform for Native and Indigenous futurists; programs, exhibits, 
artist-in-residence opportunities in Chicago, Illinois. 

• Cherokee Nation – Cherokee Art Market - Major juried market. 

• Children of the Setting Sun - Nonprofit organization focused on storytelling, education, and 
research to amplify Native voices and collective action; annual gathering, opportunities, and events 
for Indigenous filmmakers and cultural practitioners.  

• Crow's Shadow Institute of the Arts (CSIA) - Studio and artist residencies, youth printmaking 
programs, traditional arts workshops. 

• First Peoples Fund - Fellowships, Artist in Business Leadership program, Rolling Rez Arts mobile 
hub, Our Nations’ Spaces. 

• Forge Project - Native-led non-profit organization whose mandate is to cultivate and advance 
Indigenous leadership in arts and culture; fellowships, convenings, special programs, and resources. 

• IAIA Research Center for Contemporary Native Arts (RCCNA) - Scholarship, discourse, and 
interpretation of contemporary Native art; Access to the IAIA Museum of Contemporary Native 
Arts (MoCNA) collection, and the IAIA Archival holdings documenting the activities of significant 
Native American artists and arts advocates. 

• IndigenousWays - Programs and festivals to promote balance for communities through music, arts, 
and outreach. 

• Native Arts & Cultures Foundation (NACF) - Fellowships, LIFT (early-career), and a Native-led 
cultural center. 

• Pa'i Foundation - Nonprofit organization, mission to preserve and perpetuate Native Hawaiian 
cultural traditions; events, programs, and resources. 

https://www.atalm.org/locations-of-north-american-native-nations-and-cultural-institutions/
https://iaia.edu/research-center/
https://allmyrelationsarts.org/
https://www.cahokiaphx.com/
https://www.centerfornativefutures.org/
https://cherokeeartmarket.com/
https://settingsunproductions.org/
https://www.crowsshadow.org/
https://www.firstpeoplesfund.org/
https://www.forgeproject.com/
https://iaia.edu/research-center/
https://www.indigenousways.org/
https://www.nativeartsandcultures.org/
https://paifoundation.org/
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• Potlatch Fund - Native-led nonprofit funding tribal and urban Native communities in Washington, 
Oregon, Idaho, and Montana. 

• s'gʷi gʷi ʔ altxʷ: House of Welcome on The Evergreen State College Olympia (Tacoma, WA) - 
Public service center, built in collaboration with Northwest Tribes; Indigenous Arts Campus, 
resources for Native artists, Native Creative Development Program; Northwest Heritage Program; 
Supporting Indigenous Arts Mastery (SIAM) grant program. 

 

LIBRARIES 

• ATALM Directory of Native and non-Native Cultural Institutions - Interactive Google map of Tribal 
Archives, Cultural Centers, Libraries, Museums, Tribal Colleges, and non-Native institutions with 
Indigenous collections. 

• Labriola National American Indian Data Center, Arizona State University - Indigenous-led library 
center, access to American Indian and Indigenous scholarly works, creative writing, culturally 
relevant information, research support; culturally safe learning space. 

• UCLA American Indian Studies Center Library - Focused special collection of books, journals, 
newspapers, and other core materials relevant to the history, law, social relations, expressive arts, 
languages and literature of American Indian peoples. 

 

MUSEUMS & CULTURAL CENTERS 

• ATALM Directory of Native and non-Native Cultural Institutions - Interactive Google map of Tribal 
Archives, Cultural Centers, Libraries, Museums, Tribal Colleges, and non-Native institutions with 
Indigenous collections. 

• Akwesasne Cultural Center (Akwesasne, NY) - Library, Museum and Gift Shop supporting 
Akwesasne artists and culture bearers, protecting Mohawk material culture, offering cultural and 
art workshops. 

• Alaska Native Heritage Center (Anchorage, AK) - Storytelling, performance, artist programs. 

• Cherokee Nation Cultural Attractions (Tahlequah, OK) - Multiple sites and partner locations of 
Cherokee stewards, storytellers, exhibits, artwork, arts and cultural programs, art markets. 

• California Indian Museum and Cultural Center, Santa Rosa, CA - Showcasing and encouraging the 
renaissance of California Indian culture; offers training in museum direction, curation, design, and 
interpretation. 

• Cupa Cultural Center, Pala Band of Mission Indians (Pala, CA) - Preserving and teaching traditional 
practices such as basket making, beading, and traditional arts and crafts, and Cupeño language for 
Pala community members. 

• First Americans Museum (Oklahoma City, OK) - Representing the collective histories of 39 
distinctive First American Nations in Oklahoma; Indigenous-inspired cuisine, theater, museum store, 
community events, art markets, and educational programs. 

• Indian Pueblo Cultural Center (Albuquerque, NM) - Markets; Artisan Portal; cultural programming. 

• Maȟpíya Lúta Red Cloud Heritage Center (Pine Ridge, SD) - Annual Art Show, gift shop, museum 
collection, gallery spaces, exhibitions. 

• Makah Cultural Center and Research Center (Neah Bay, WA) - Includes Makah Museum, Museum 
store, Makah Language Program, Archives and Library Department, Makah Education Department, 
and Tribal Historic Preservation Office; Demonstrations, lectures, and workshops. 

https://www.facebook.com/PotlatchFund/
https://www.evergreen.edu/houseofwelcome
https://www.atalm.org/locations-of-north-american-native-nations-and-cultural-institutions/
https://lib.asu.edu/labriola
https://main.aisc.ucla.edu/library/
https://www.atalm.org/locations-of-north-american-native-nations-and-cultural-institutions/
https://akwesasneculturalcenter.org/
https://www.alaskanative.net/
https://visitcherokeenation.com/attractions/
https://cimcc.org/
https://cupa.palatribe.com/
https://famok.org/
https://indianpueblo.org/
https://heritagecenter.mahpiyaluta.org/
https://makahmuseum.com/
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• Minneapolis American Indian Center Culture Language Arts Network (CLAN) (Minneapolis, MN) - 
Utilizing Native cultural traditions and language as tools for community connection, safety, and 
drug and alcohol prevention. 

• Navajo Nation Museum (Window Rock, AZ) - Exhibitions, commissions. 

• Osage Nation Museum (Pawhuska, OK) - Artist collaborations, Osage arts. 

• Poeh Cultural Center (Pojoaque, NM) - Artist training, residencies, business skills. 

• Qualla Arts & Crafts Mutual (EBCI) - Cooperative sustaining Cherokee crafts. 

• Sealaska Heritage Institute (Juneau, AK) - Apprenticeships; Celebration festival. 

• s'gʷi gʷi ʔ altxʷ: House of Welcome on The Evergreen State College Olympia (Tacoma, WA) - 
Public service center, built in collaboration with Northwest Tribes; Indigenous Arts Campus, 
resources for Native artists, Native Creative Development Program; Northwest Heritage Program; 
Supporting Indigenous Arts Mastery (SIAM) grant program. 

• Tamástslikt Cultural Institute, Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation (Pendleton, 
OR) - Exhibitions, commissions. 

 

CREATIVE DISCIPLINES & FIELDS 

 

Purpose: Discipline-based networks, organizations, and initiatives supporting field-specific 
development.  
 

VISUAL ARTS & MATERIAL CULTURE 

• Cahokia PHX - An Indigenous-led platform for creative placekeeping projects with individuals and 
organizations in the Downtown Phoenix area.  

• Center for Native Futures (CFNF) - Platform for Native and Indigenous futurists; programs, exhibits, 
artist-in-residence opportunities in Chicago, Illinois.  

• Crow's Shadow Institute of the Arts (CSIA) - Studio and artist printmaking residencies, youth 
printmaking programs, traditional arts workshops.  

• Indian Arts Research Center (IARC) - Artist Fellowships, collections access and stewardship, hands-
on training, seminars supporting innovations in Native American studies, art history, and 
expression, division of the School of Advanced Research.  

• Institute of American Indian Arts (IAIA) Low-Residency MFA in Studio Arts – Interdisciplinary 
program centered on the production of Indigenous arts; two-year, low-residency grounded in 
Indigenous cultural perspectives. 

• IAIA Research Center for Contemporary Native Arts - Scholarship, discourse, and interpretation of 
contemporary Native art; Access to the IAIA Museum of Contemporary Native Arts (MoCNA) 
collection, and the IAIA Archival holdings documenting the activities of significant Native American 
artists and arts advocates.  

• Tamarind Institute | The University of New Mexico College of Fine Arts - Collaborative print 
residencies/editions with Indigenous artists. 

 

DANCE, THEATER & STORYTELLING  

• Alaska Native Heritage Center Cultural Programming - Multiple programs sharing Alaska Native 
cultures, dance, games, and storytelling. 

https://www.maicnet.org/clan/
https://navajonationmuseum.org/
https://www.osageculture.com/culture/museum
https://poehcenter.org/
https://www.quallaartsandcrafts.com/
https://www.sealaskaheritage.org/
https://www.evergreen.edu/houseofwelcome
https://www.tamastslikt.org/
https://www.tamastslikt.org/
https://www.cahokiaphx.com/
https://www.centerfornativefutures.org/
https://www.crowsshadow.org/
https://sarweb.org/iarc/
https://iaia.edu/explore-programs/studio-arts-mfa/
https://iaia.edu/research-center/
https://tamarind.unm.edu/
https://www.alaskanative.net/learn/cultural-programming/


  
Strengthening Institutional Support for Native Artists (SISNA) - Resource Directory  Last update: Nov. 2025 

 

ASSOCIATION OF TRIBAL ARCHIVES, LIBRARIES, AND MUSEUMS 10 

 

• Autry Museum of the American West Native Voices (Los Angeles, CA) - Producing plays by Native 
writers; Annual Playwrights Retreat and Festival of New Plays, Annual Short Play Festival and the 
Award for Excellence in Playwriting, and the First Look Series, a script development program. 

• Indigenous Choreographers at Riverside Gathering (ICR) - Recurring gathering of Indigenous dance 
artists and scholars. 

• IndigenousWays Festival (Santa Fe, NM) - Indigenous arts and storytelling festival showcasing 
leading Indigenous musicians, artisans, drummers, wisdom keepers, weavers and other performers. 

• Lightning Boy Foundation, Inc. (Santa Fe, NM) - Nonprofit organization providing traditional hoop 
dance instruction and other dance programming and events. 

• New Native Theatre (Saint Paul, MN) - Produces, commissions, and devises authentic Native 
American stories for the stage. 

• Red Eagle Soaring Native Youth Theatre (Seattle, WA) - Non-profit organization serving at risk 
Native youth through traditional and contemporary performance art. 

• Red Sky Performance (Toronto, ON) - Celebrates Indigenous ingenuity, beauty, and resilience 
through powerful storytelling and artistic innovation. 

• Safe Harbors (New York, NY) - Supporting development and production of Native Theater and 
Performing Arts in New York City; Theatrical performances, Performing Arts, Native Cultural 
Consultancy, Panel Discussions, and Cultural Events. 

• Thunderbird American Indian Dancers (New York, NY) - Oldest resident Native American dance 
company in New York; Preservation/presentation of dance traditions, Pow Wow market 
opportunities, Native Arts & Crafts auctions. 

• We Are the Seeds of Culture Trust (Philadelphia, PA) - Celebrating contemporary Indigenous arts 
and cultures, Dance Troupe (Saponi/Narragansett), cultural programs, workshops, and We Are the 
Seeds Philly, an annual two-day celebration featuring Indigenous dancers and singers. 

 

FILM & MEDIA ARTS 

• Children of the Setting Sun - Nonprofit organization focused on storytelling, education, and 
research to amplify Native voices and collective action; annual gathering, opportunities, and events 
for Indigenous filmmakers and cultural practitioners. 

• First Nations Film and Video Festivals (Chicago, IL) - Two annual film festivals supporting 
Indigenous/Native American filmmakers of all skill levels and work from the United States, Canada, 
Central and South America, and Mexico. 

• imagineNATIVE (Toronto, ON) - Annual Film + Media Arts Festival, year-round professional 
development programs, events, talks and Indigenous-led professional development opportunities. 

• Indigenous Screen Office (Canada) - Funding, training, mentorship for screen storytellers. 

• Native Lens - Training center, fellowship program, community hub and video platform celebrating 
Indigenous stories and media production. 

• Pocahontas Reframed Film Festival (Richmond, VA) - Raising awareness about Native American 
language, cultures, and societies through films that share Native American perspectives; annual 
festival for artists, authors, cineastes, and actors; experiential learning opportunities. 

• Portland Film Festival (Portland, OR) - Celebrating the importance of independent voices and 
cinema; 2026 Festival (September 30th to October 4th, 2026) is now accepting submissions online.  

• Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian Native Cinema Showcase (Santa Fe, NM) - 
Annual celebration of the best in Indigenous film; forum for engagement with Native filmmakers 
from Indigenous communities throughout the Western Hemisphere and Arctic. 

https://theautry.org/explore/native-voices
https://icr.ucr.edu/
https://www.indigenousways.org/
https://www.lightningboyfoundation.com/
https://www.newnativetheatre.org/
https://www.redeaglesoaring.org/
https://www.redskyperformance.com/about
https://www.safeharborsnyc.com/
https://thunderbirdamericanindiandancers.wordpress.com/about/
https://www.wearetheseeds.org/
https://settingsunproductions.org/
https://fnfvf.org/
https://imaginenative.org/
https://iso-bea.ca/
https://nativelens.org/
https://pocahontasreframed.com/
https://portlandfilm.org/
https://www.si.edu/newsdesk/releases/national-museum-american-indian-presents-best-indigenous-film-native-cinema-0
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• Sundance Institute Indigenous Program - Labs and fellowships focusing on the specific 
development of storytellers from Native and Indigenous backgrounds; Indigenous Film Tour. 

• Vision Maker Media (VMM) - Empowering and engaging Native American people to share their 
stories; Native Youth Media Project, Creative Shorts Fellowship; streaming on PBS, training, 
distribution; year-round professional development programs, events, talks and Indigenous-led 
professional development opportunities. 

 

MUSIC & PERFORMANCE 

• Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity Indigenous Arts Programs (Banff, AB) - Performances, 
concerts, residencies, presentations, workshops, talks, and exhibitions; offering scholarships of up 
to 100% to support Indigenous artists to attend programming. 

• First Peoples Fund Native Performing Arts Program - Support for Native performing artists in 
developing artistic skills and knowledge; Native Performing Arts Fellowship, Live Production Grants, 
and Professional Development. 

• First Peoples Fund Wicahpi Olowan Music Program (Kyle, SD) - Free workshops, concerts, and jam 
sessions for aspiring and existing musicians, singers, songwriters, and producers. 

• IndigenousWays Festival (Santa Fe, NM) - Indigenous arts and storytelling festival showcasing 
leading Indigenous musicians, artisans, drummers, wisdom keepers, weavers and other performers.  

• Manito Ahbee Festival (Winnipeg, MB) - Annual weekend festival celebrating Indigenous arts, 
culture, and music. 

• New Native Theatre (Saint Paul, MN) - Produces, commissions, and devises authentic Native 
American stories for the stage.  

• Red Eagle Soaring Native Youth Theatre (Seattle, WA) - Non-profit organization serving at risk 
Native youth through traditional and contemporary performance art.  

• Powwow Trail Support Programs - Tribal/college programs supporting drum groups/dancers (e.g., 
Sinte Gleska University; College of Menominee Nation). Programs vary by institution. 

• Safe Harbors (New York, NY) - Supporting development and production of Native Theater and 
Performing Arts in New York City; Theatrical performances, Performing Arts, Native Cultural 
Consultancy, Panel Discussions, and Cultural Events. 

• We Are the Seeds of Culture Trust (Philadelphia, PA) - Celebrating contemporary Indigenous arts 
and cultures, Dance Troupe (Saponi/Narragansett), cultural programs, workshops, and We Are the 
Seeds Philly, an annual two-day celebration featuring Indigenous dancers and singers. 

 

LITERARY ARTS (AUTHORS & STORYTELLERS)  

• Forge Project Confluence - Art criticism residency convening for international cohort of seven 
Indigenous writers. 

• Indigenous Nations Poets (In-Na-Po) - National Indigenous poetry community committed to 
mentoring emerging writers, nurturing the growth of Indigenous poetic practices, and raising the 
visibility of all Native Writers past, present, and future. 

• Institute of American Indian Arts Low-Residency MFA in Creative Writing - Graduate training for 
Native authors/poets/screenwriters. 

• Labriola National American Indian Data Center, Arizona State University - Supporting Indigenous 
academic excellence through research in scholarly work, data, and creative writing. 

https://www.sundance.org/programs/indigenous-program/
https://visionmakermedia.org/
https://www.banffcentre.ca/indigenous-arts
https://www.firstpeoplesfund.org/programs/native-performing-arts-program
https://www.firstpeoplesfund.org/programs/wicahpi-olowan-music-program
https://www.indigenousways.org/
https://www.manitoahbee.com/
https://www.newnativetheatre.org/
https://www.redeaglesoaring.org/
https://www.safeharborsnyc.com/
https://www.wearetheseeds.org/
https://www.forgeproject.com/projects/convenings
https://www.indigenousnationspoets.org/about-us
https://iaia.edu/explore-programs/creative-writing-mfa/
https://lib.asu.edu/labriola
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• Native Arts + Cultures Foundation Literature Fellows - Publication highlighting work of National 
Artist Fellows in literature 

• Native Writers Circle of the Americas (NWCA) - Professional organization of Native 
American/Indigenous writers; literary awards, (most notably the Lifetime Achievement Award, First 
Book of Poetry, First Book of Prose) presented annually at the Returning the Gift conference. 

• Vermont Studio Center (VSC) - Fellowships, residencies, visiting artist & writer program; Indigenous 
artists among awardees. 

 

INTERDISCIPLINARY & TRADITIONAL ARTS  

• Indigenous Roots Cultural Arts Center McKnight Artist & Culture Bearer Fellowships – Annually 
supporting three culture bearers dedicated to preserving sacred and healing traditions and passing 
cultural arts across generations; $25,000 unrestricted award, Minnesota residents only.  

• Institute of American Indian Arts (IAIA) Low-Residency MFA in Studio Arts – Interdisciplinary 
program centered on the production of Indigenous arts; two-year, low-residency grounded in 
Indigenous cultural perspectives. 

• IAIA Research Center for Contemporary Native Arts - Scholarship, discourse, and interpretation of 
contemporary Native art; Access to the IAIA Museum of Contemporary Native Arts (MoCNA) 
collection, and the IAIA Archival holdings documenting the activities of significant Native American 
artists and arts advocates.    

• School for Advanced Research (SAR) Indian Arts Research Center (IARC) Native Artist Fellows - 
Three non-residential fellowships to support the creative development of both established and 
emerging Native American artists; applications accepted through January 15 annually.   

 

ARTIST DEVELOPMENT & OPPORTUNITIES 

 

Purpose: Opportunities, tools, and supports that enable artists to advance their careers, 
visibility, and income.  
 

RESIDENCIES & FELLOWSHIPS 

• Abbe Museum Wabanaki Artist Fellowship (Bar Harbor, ME) - Fellowships intended to provide 
support for travel, lodging, and other costs associated with exhibiting at Indian art markets in 
Maine and New Mexico. (2015-2017) 

• All My Relations Arts Four Sisters Farmers Market Season Artist-In-Residence - Seasonal residence 
program designed to promote and strengthen Native plant knowledge, food access and food 
sovereignty; artists plan and create visual art pieces and art engagement activities during the NACDI 
Four Sisters Farmers Market (Minneapolis, MN). 

• Anchorage Museum Polar Lab - Long-term artist residency program to investigate northern 
environments, histories, and futures; working at the intersection of art, observation, and fieldwork; 
access to museum collections, archives, and exhibition spaces as tools for inquiry and 
experimentation. 

• Archie Bray Foundation for the Ceramic Arts (The Bray) Residency Programs (Helena, MT) - 
Offering both summer and long-term studio residencies. 

https://www.nativeartsandcultures.org/programs/literary-anthology
https://nwcahistory.oucreate.com/
https://vermontstudiocenter.org/
https://culturebearer.org/
https://iaia.edu/explore-programs/studio-arts-mfa/
https://iaia.edu/research-center/
https://sarweb.org/iarc/native-american-artist-fellowships/
https://www.abbemuseum.org/blog/2015/06/abbe-museum-and-dawnland-llc-announce.html?rq=fellowships
https://allmyrelationsarts.org/four-sisters-farmers-market-season-artist/
https://www.anchoragemuseum.org/about-us/stories-and-voices/polar-lab/
https://archiebray.org/residencies/
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• Artist Communities Alliance (ACA) Directory – Online tools for artists to find and compare 
residency programs. 

• Autry Museum of the American West Native Voices (Los Angeles, CA) - Producing plays by Native 
writers; Annual Playwrights Retreat and Festival of New Plays, Annual Short Play Festival and the 
Award for Excellence in Playwriting, and the First Look Series, a script development program.   

• Crow’s Shadow Institute of the Arts (CSIA) Studio & Artist Residencies - Hosting three to six 
Artists-in-Residence annually, offering both emerging and established artists the opportunity to 
spend two weeks in the CSIA studio creating new limited-edition prints; by invitation only. 

• Cultural Survival Indigenous Writers in Residence Program - Opportunity for Indigenous 
journalists, writers, and creatives to gain experience being published on website and "Cultural 
Survival Quarterly" magazine. 

• Denver Art Museum Native Arts Artist-in-Residence - Three-week incubator providing artists with 
access to the museum’s collections. 

• Eiteljorg Museum Contemporary Art Fellowship - Biennial program celebrating works by five 
contemporary Native American or First Nations Artists. 

• First Peoples Fund Native Artist Resources – Directory of grants, fellowships, and artist residencies 
designed to support Native artists and culture bearers. 

• First Peoples Fund Fellowship Opportunities - Offering three unique fellowship opportunities 
designed to support Native artists at different stages of their creative and professional journeys: 
Artist in Business Leadership Fellowship (ABL); Cultural Capital (CC); Native Performing Arts (NPA). 

• First Peoples Fund OLA Artist-In-Residence Program - Two to six weeks residencies designed to 
support Oglala Lakota culture bearers and artists working in the continuum of Lakota art: open to 
visual artists, writers, composers, choreographers, interdisciplinary artists, performance artists, and 
collaborative teams, with established or emerging artists from Oceti Sakowin Bands. 

• Forge Project Fellowships - Three-week residency offering a total of $25,000 toward their practice, 
access to the Forge Project site, libraries, and lending collection of living Indigenous artists. Two of 
the fellowships are awarded to enrolled tribal members, First- and Second-Line Descendants of the 
Stockbridge-Munsee Band of Mohican Indians. 

• Harwood Art Center Artist in Residence Program (Albuquerque, NM) - Year long residency, 2 six 
week exhibitions, project, promotional, and professional staff support, honoraria to support time, 
materials and creative work. 

• Indigenous Roots Cultural Arts Center McKnight Artist & Culture Bearer Fellowships – Annually 
supporting three culture bearers dedicated to preserving sacred and healing traditions and passing 
cultural arts across generations; $25,000 unrestricted award, Minnesota residents only.  

• Intercultural Leadership Institute (ILI) - Year-long intensive leadership experience for artists, 
culture bearers and other arts practitioners; honing personal and professional skills to affect local, 
national and global communities. 

• Institute of American Indian Arts (IAIA) Artist-in-Residence (A-i-R) Program – Hosting up to 10 
Native American and First Nation artists for four, six, and eight-week residencies; open to artists 
who work in painting, drawing, beadwork, quillwork, weaving, basketry or other textile and fiber 
arts, printmaking and photography, digital art, installation art, sculpture, bronze, glass, jewelry, 
ceramics, and hide and leather work. 

• Luce Indigenous Knowledge Fellowship (Longmont, CO) - Administered by First Nations 
Development Institute (FDNI); supporting and convening Native American knowledge holders and 
knowledge makers, including cultural leaders, media makers, scientists, health professionals, 

https://artistcommunities.org/directory/residencies
https://theautry.org/explore/native-voices
https://www.crowsshadow.org/programs
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/indigenous-writers-in-residence
https://www.denverartmuseum.org/en/native-arts-artist-residence
https://contemporaryartfellowship.eiteljorg.org/
https://www.firstpeoplesfund.org/news/artist-resources
https://www.firstpeoplesfund.org/programs/fellowships
https://www.firstpeoplesfund.org/programs/ola-arist-in-residence-program
https://www.forgeproject.com/fellowship/about
https://www.harwoodartcenter.org/community-programs/residency-for-art-social-justice/
https://culturebearer.org/
https://weareili.org/
https://iaia.edu/artist-in-residence/
https://www.firstnations.org/projects/native-intellectual-leadership-fellowship-program/
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academics, curators, artists, writers, policy makers, filmmakers, journalists, teachers, performers, 
music or theater. 

• LUX Center for the Arts Artist in Residence Program (Lincoln, NE) - Year-long residency 
opportunity; strong desire to teach is required. Artists with more than one area of expertise and a 
BFA/MFA or equivalent experience are preferred. 

• Native Arts & Cultures Foundation (NACF) LIFT – Early Career Support for Native Artists Program - 
One-year awards that support emerging Native artists in developing and realizing new projects. 

• Native Arts & Cultures Foundation (NACF) Resources for Artists - Resource page sharing open calls 
for grants, fellowships, and other opportunities.  

• Native Arts & Cultures Foundation (NACF) SHIFT – Transformative Change + Indigenous Arts 
Program - Two-year award that supports innovative community-driven projects created in 
partnership with an organization that uplifts Native communities. 

• NDN Collective Changemaker Fellowship - Invests in the professional and personal development of 
individual movement-building Indigenous organizers who work to Defend, Develop, and Decolonize 
in their communities. 

• New Mexico Museum of Art Vladem Contemporary Artist-in-Residence Program - Two to four 
weeks, open to mid-career and established visual artists; honorarium of $10,000, and a material 
stipend of $1,000. 

• Peabody Essex Museum (PEM) Native American Fellowship Program - Open to rising graduate 
students and emerging and in-service cultural professionals; summer and long-term opportunities 
available.  

• Peabody Essex Museum (PEM) PEM Presents (Salem, MA) - Artist residencies, live performances, 
lecture series, symposia and conferences. 

• Res Artis - Searchable database of 700+ vetted arts residency centers, organizations, and individuals 
in over 80 countries. 

• Roswell Clay Collective Art Center West: Artist in Residence (Roswell, GA) - Minimum one year 
contract, candidate must be pre-professional, hold their MFA or BFA in ceramics, and be engaged in 
a vibrant, self-directed studio practice; stipend of $1000 per month. 

• Santa Fe Art Institute - Thematic residencies including Indigenous cohorts, fellowships, events, 
open calls, rental spaces.   

• School for Advanced Research (SAR) Indian Arts Research Center (IARC) Native Artist Fellows - 
Three non-residential fellowships to support the creative development of both established and 
emerging Native American artists; applications accepted through January 15 annually. 

• Sundance Institute Indigenous Program - Labs and fellowships focusing on the specific 
development of storytellers from Native and Indigenous backgrounds; Indigenous Film Tour.  

• Tamarind Institute at the University of New Mexico (UNM) Artist Residency Program with Student 
Printers - Hosting two-week residencies in the workshop, each working with a team of student 
printers under the close supervision of a Tamarind Master Printer. 

• Tulsa Artist Fellowship Award - Supporting national and local artists and/or arts workers of any 
medium and/or discipline with a minimum of five years of arts field experience; three-year award 
term, must commit to residing and working in Tulsa, Oklahoma— Multi-year stipends/studios; 
strong Indigenous cohort. Open call for the 2026-2028 Tulsa Artist Fellowship award is closed. 

• Ucross Foundation Residency - Annual residencies to approximately 115 individuals ranging from 
two weeks to six weeks in length; up to ten individuals in residence, typically four writers, four 
visual artists, and two composers. Open call for applications for Fall 2026 (August through early 
December): November 1, 2025 - January 15, 2026.   

https://www.luxcenter.org/AIR
https://www.nativeartsandcultures.org/programs/lift
https://www.nativeartsandcultures.org/programs/resources-for-artists
https://www.nativeartsandcultures.org/programs/shift
https://www.nativeartsandcultures.org/programs/shift
https://ndncollective.org/changemaker-fellowship/
https://www.nmartmuseum.org/artist-in-residence/
https://www.pem.org/about-pem/jobs-opportunities/native-american-fellowship-program
https://pem.org/pem-presents
https://resartis.org/
https://www.roswellclaycollective.com/residency-opportunities
https://sfai.org/
https://sarweb.org/iarc/native-american-artist-fellowships/
https://www.sundance.org/programs/indigenous-program/
https://tamarind.unm.edu/education-new/work-with-us/
https://tamarind.unm.edu/education-new/work-with-us/
https://www.tulsaartistfellowship.org/award
https://www.ucrossfoundation.org/residency-program.html
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• Ucross Foundation Fellowship for Native American Artists - Four-week residency, includes 
uninterrupted time, private studio space living accommodations, meals prepared by professional 
chef, a stipend, and an award of $2,000 and the opportunity to present work publicly. Open call for 
applications for Fall 2026 (August through early December): November 1, 2025 - January 15, 2026.   

• Vermont Studio Center (VSC) - Fellowships, residencies, visiting artist & writer program; Indigenous 
artists among awardees.   

• Vision Maker Media (VMM) - Empowering and engaging Native American people to share their 
stories; Native Youth Media Project, Creative Shorts Fellowship. 

• yəhaw̓ Indigenous Creatives Collective - Arts opportunities for creatives, exhibitions, installations, 
performances, residencies, markets, publications, grants, and other community-led projects in 
South Seattle, on Coast Salish territories.   

 

MARKETS & FESTIVALS 

• Alaska Native Customary Art Fair - Art market offered during the annual Alaska Federation of 
Natives Convention. 2026 dates TBA 

• ATALM International Conference of Indigenous Archives, Libraries, and Museums - Annual 
gatherings with art market, showcases, and training. 2026 dates TBA 

• Autry Museum of the American West American Indian Arts Festival (Los Angeles, CA) - 
Contemporary and traditional artwork from Native artists from across the nation, including jewelry, 
pottery, sculpture, basketry, and beadwork. 2026 dates TBA 

• Cherokee Art Market (OK) - Featuring the newest artwork from nearly 170 nationally renowned 
Native artists and artisans representing tribes from across North America; juried show; prize 
awards; cultural demonstrations, Youth Competition. 2026 dates TBA 

• Cherokee Homecoming Art Show - Celebrating Cherokee Nation’s artistry, culture and heritage in 
their capital of Tahlequah. August 9 - September 6, 2025 

• Cherokee Nation Skasdicon - Indigenous comic book, movie and video game characters, panel 
discussions, view exclusive screenings, meet Indigenous creators, and family-friendly cosplay 
competition. November 8, 2025 

• Cherokee Nation Trail of Tears Art Show - Longest-running juried Native art competition in 
Oklahoma; variety of authentic, award-winning works of art. April 11 - May 16, 2026 

• Eiteljorg Indian Market & Festival - Market featuring jewelry, pottery, paintings, beadwork and 
more from more than 100 Native Artists from across the United States and Canada, cultural 
performances including music, dance and storytelling, family art-making activities, local food 
vendors. June 27-28, 2026 

• Heard Museum Indian Fair & Market (Phoenix, AZ) - Major juried fair/market hosting over 600 
talented Native artists; Best of Show Juried Competition, Youth Art Show & Sale, live performances, 
local food vendors. March 7-8, 2026 

• IndigiPopX (Indigenous Pop Culture Expo) - Showcase of Native American and Indigenous 
creatives, comics, games, film and TV. November 14 - 16, 2025 

• Mvskoke Art Market - Including artworks from more than 95 artists, a juried art show, lectures, and 
hands-on activities. April 18-19, 2026 

• National Folk Festival (NCTA) - Celebrating artistic and cultural traditions from across America, 
including Native artists. 2025-2027 in Jackson, MS, 2026 dates TBA 

https://www.ucrossfoundation.org/native-american-fellowships.html
https://vermontstudiocenter.org/
https://visionmakermedia.org/
https://yehawshow.com/
https://nativefederation.org/artists/
https://www.atalm.org/past-conferences/
https://theautry.org/events/american-indian-arts-festival
https://cherokeeartmarket.com/about/
https://homecomingartshow.com/
https://skasdicon.com/
https://trailoftearsartshow.com/
https://eiteljorg.org/indian-market-and-festival/
https://heard.org/event/fair/
https://www.indigipopx.com/
https://www.muscogeenation.com/mvskokeartmarket/
https://www.nationalfolkfestival.com/
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• Pathways Indigenous Arts Festival (Santa Fe, NM) - Showcasing over 400 Indigenous artists, 
entrepreneurs, performers, filmmakers & fashion designers. Organized and operated by the Pueblo 
of Pojoaque Tribal program, the Poeh Cultural Center. 2026 dates TBA 

• Pathways Winter Market (Santa Fe, NM) - Offering one-of-a-kind gifts, from handmade jewelry and 
pottery to artisanal foods and traditional clothing; live performances, food vendors, and 
demonstrations. Organized and operated by the Pueblo of Pojoaque Tribal program, the Poeh 
Cultural Center. November 22-23, 2025 

• Smithsonian Folklife Festival - Annual exposition of living cultural heritage on the National Mall, 
features Indigenous artists and cultural practitioners. 2026 dates TBA 

• Southwestern Association for Indian Arts (SWAIA) Annual Santa Fe Indian Market - Annual 
gathering of over one-thousand Native artists tribal communities in North America and Canada; 
fashion show, live performances, local food vendors, and art competition. Third week of every 
August. 

• Southwestern Association for Indian Arts (SWAIA) Winter Indian Market - Featuring over 160 
talented artists from the renowned Santa Fe Indian Market. November 29-30, 2026. 

• SWAIA Native Fashion Week - Leading Native designers, artists, and industry professionals; runway 
shows, panel discussions, industry networking events, pop-up shops, and activation spaces. May 
2026 

• Woodland Indian Art Show & Market (WIASM) - Two-day event, juried art competition, Indigenous 
fashion show, vendors booths, live music, presentations, hands-on art classes, and networking 
opportunities. November 21-23, 2025 | November 2026 dates TBA 

 

ONLINE SALES & E-COMMERCE PLATFORMS (E.G., ETSY, INDIGIEXCHANGE, ETC.)  

• ATALM-NCARP Resource Library for Native Artists: Creating an Online Presence - Collection of 
resources for establishing an online presence that represents cultural craftsmanship and talent. 

• Etsy - Global e-commerce platform offering direct, international market access to sell authentic, 
handcrafted cultural works. *Requires vigilance against challenges of cultural appropriation and 
intellectual property protection.* 

• indigiExchange - Online marketplace hosted by New Mexico Community Capital (NMCC); Products 
by Indigenous artists and entrepreneurs that have graduated from NMCC's Business & Marketing 
Essentials (BME) course, Native Entrepreneur In Residence (NEIR) program or (NFIR) Native Farmer 
In Residence Programs. 

• Klaviyo - Marketing platform for eCommerce businesses offering personalized email campaigns, 
SMS marketing, and predictive analytics. 

• Shopify - Build a fully customizable, professional, and scalable standalone website; complete 
control over branding, payment processing, and inventory. 

• Squarespace - Easy-to-use, visually driven platform to showcase art with integrated e-commerce 
features. 

 

ARTIST DIRECTORIES & REGISTRIES  

• Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma Artist Registry - Recognizing Choctaw artists and a way to contact 
these artists, many whose works are featured in Choctaw Nation facilities. 

• First Peoples Fund - Comprised of hundreds of Native artists and culture bearers from across the 
country who practice in a variety of creative mediums. 

https://poehcenter.org/pathways/
https://poehcenter.org/pathwayswintermarket/
https://festival.si.edu/
https://www.swaia.org/
https://www.swaia.org/
https://www.swaia.org/swaia-native-fashion-week
https://www.woodlandindianart.com/wiasm
https://www.atalm.org/resources/native-craft-artist-resource-library/creating-an-online-presence/
https://www.etsy.com/?ref=lgo
https://indigiexchange.com/
https://www.klaviyo.com/
https://www.shopify.com/
https://www.squarespace.com/
https://www.choctawnation.com/about/culture/artist-registry/
https://www.firstpeoplesfund.org/about/artists-directory
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• Heard Museum Native American Artists Resource Collection Online (NAARCO) - Provides online, 
basic biographical information of over 25,000 Native American artist files (300 linear feet of physical 
files). 

• Indian Arts & Crafts Board Source Directory of Arts and Crafts Businesses - Listings are provided to 
members of federally recognized Tribes and tribally run businesses. 

• Institute of American Indian Arts (IAIA) Artist-in-Residence (A-i-R) Artists - Directory of artists 
hosted for variable-length residencies taking place on the Institute of American Indian Arts (IAIA) 
campus in Santa Fe, New Mexico, during the Academic year. 

• Redhawk Native Arts Council Artist Profiles - Indigenous American artists, performers, and 
educators residing in New York and New Jersey. 

• Southwestern Association for Indian Arts (SWAIA) - Guide to top Native American artists working 
across all mediums. 

• Virginia Native Arts Alliance - Native artists and strengthening the preservation of the history, 
culture, and traditions of Tsenacommacah (Virginia). 

 

EDUCATION, TRAINING & MENTORSHIP PROGRAMS (WORKSHOPS, MASTER ARTIST 
PROGRAMS, APPRENTICESHIPS)  

• Artist Communities Alliance Workshops + Trainings - Hosting a variety of workshops, training 
courses, learning institutes and webinars for residency programs and staff. 

• ATALM/CERF+ Native Craft Artist Readiness Program (NCARP) - Short-term capacity building 
program providing Native craft artisans with training, networking opportunities, resources, and 
financial support.  

• Creative Capital Artist Lab - Online professional development curriculum designed to help artists 
working at any career stage. 

• First Peoples Fund Native Artist Professional Development - Two day workshops providing real-
world tools and detailed resources. 

• The Forge Project Toolkit - Open-ended project sharing links to new ideas for Indigenous world-
building. 

• Iḷisaġvik College Department of Fine Arts (Barrow, AK) - Tribal college integrating Native cultural 
arts and social development in education and workforce training. 

• Institute of American Indian Arts (IAIA) Low-Residency MFA in Creative Writing - Graduate training 
for Native authors/poets/screenwriters.  

• Institute of American Indian Arts (IAIA) Low-Residency MFA in Cultural Administration - Two-year 
master’s program offering two areas of emphasis: Tribal Museum and Cultural Center 
Administration, or Arts Administration. 

• Institute of American Indian Arts (IAIA) Low-Residency MFA in Studio Arts - Interdisciplinary 
program centered on the production of Indigenous arts; two-year, low-residency grounded in 
Indigenous cultural perspectives. 

• Intercultural Leadership Institute (ILI) - Year-long intensive leadership experience for artists, 
culture bearers and other arts practitioners; honing personal and professional skills to affect local, 
national and global communities. 

• Joan Mitchell Foundation: Creating a Living Legacy (CALL) - Initiative providing resources and 
instruction in the areas of career documentation, inventory management, and legacy planning. 

https://heard.org/native-american-artists-resource-collection/
https://www.doi.gov/iacb/source-directory-arts-and-crafts-businesses
https://iaia.edu/artist-in-residence/artist-in-residence-artists/
https://www.redhawkcouncil.org/new-page
https://directory.swaia.org/
https://www.virginianativeartsalliance.com/artist-directory
https://artistcommunities.org/organization/workshops-trainings
https://www.atalm.org/programs/past-programs/native-craft-artist-readiness-program/
https://creative-capital.org/artist-resources/professional-development/
https://www.firstpeoplesfund.org/programs/native-artist-professional-development
https://forgeproject.com/decolonial-toolkit
https://www.ilisagvik.edu/
https://iaia.edu/explore-programs/creative-writing-mfa/
https://iaia.edu/explore-programs/cultural-administration-mfa/
https://iaia.edu/explore-programs/studio-arts-mfa/
https://weareili.org/
https://www.joanmitchellfoundation.org/creating-a-living-legacy
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• NEST Guild - Learning + Community - Global network for handcraft businesses; access to on-
demand learning resources, training workshops, personalized mentorship, financial readiness and 
capital access programs. 

• s'gʷi gʷi ʔ altxʷ: House of Welcome on The Evergreen State College Olympia Native Creative 
Development Program (Tacoma, WA) – Open for Tribal enrolled artists residing in Alaska, Idaho, 
Montana, Oregon, and Washington; supporting projects for individual artists and master/apprentice 
artists to further develop visual arts practice. 

• Vision Maker Media (VMM) - Empowering and engaging Native American people to share their 
stories; Native Youth Media Project, Creative Shorts Fellowship.  

• Working Artists for the Greater Economy (W.A.G.E.) - Providing tools for calculating and 
negotiating equitable pay for artists, artist assistants, art handlers, arts administrators, critics, 
curators, educators, interns, studio managers, visitor service workers and others. 

• U.S. Small Business Administration Learning Platform - Sponsored coaching and training programs; 
development and growth opportunities designed for military-owned, high-potential, and 
disadvantaged businesses. 

 

CREATIVE ENTERPRISE & ENTREPRENEURSHIP  

• 4KINSHIP - Upcycled clothing brand that transforms found fabrics into chic, modern wearable art, 
empowering Indigenous communities. 

• Beyond Buckskin Boutique - Online store currently working with over 40 Native artists and small 
businesses to share Native cultures through fashion design.  

• Beyond Buckskin Buy Native List - List of Native-owned businesses on the web. 

• B.YELLOWTAIL - Fashion and lifestyle brand sharing authentic Indigenous design with the world. 

• Eighth Generation (Seattle, WA) - Art and lifestyle brand owned by the Snoqualmie Tribe; 
partnering with Native artists around the country to design, manufacture and market beautiful 
wool blankets and gifts intended for everyone. Inspired Natives Project; fair pay and IP respect for 
collaborators. 

• INDIGICHIC - Experiential fashion/arts boutique; ore group of native artist entrepreneurs residing in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma and surrounding areas. 

• Intertribal Creatives - Supporting Fair Trade, Native-made Goods & Products; an arts and culture 
program of Running Strong for American Indian Youth. 

• Mahota Textiles - Southeast tribal designed textiles created in Oklahoma by Chickasaw tribal artists 
and woven from natural materials in the USA. 

• Midthunder Casting - Specializing in casting and consulting on authentic Indigenous talent for film 
and television. 

• Natives Outdoors - Media and consulting company providing advisory and consulting services to 
the outdoor industry on topics within the intersection of tribes, public lands, and outdoor 
recreation. 

• Qualla Arts & Crafts Mutual (Cherokee, NC) - Historic cooperative sustaining Cherokee artisan 
economy. 

• Relative Arts NYC - Brick-and-mortar community space, open studio, and shop that showcases 
contemporary Indigenous fashion and design. 

• Tananáwit: A Community of Warm Springs Artists (Warm Springs, OR) - Community organization 
providing economic development opportunities by empowering traditional and contemporary 
Native artists of the Columbia River Plateau. 

https://www.buildanest.org/nest-guild
https://www.evergreen.edu/houseofwelcome/nativecreative
https://www.evergreen.edu/houseofwelcome/nativecreative
https://visionmakermedia.org/
https://wageforwork.com/#top
https://www.sba.gov/sba-learning-platform
https://www.4kinship.com/
https://shop.beyondbuckskin.com/
https://www.beyondbuckskin.com/p/buy-native.html
https://byellowtail.com/
https://eighthgeneration.com/
https://www.indigichic.com/
https://store.indianyouth.org/
https://www.mahotatextiles.com/
https://www.midthundercasting.com/
https://www.natives-outdoors.org/
https://quallaartsandcrafts.org/
https://www.relativeartsnyc.com/
https://shop.warmspringsartists.org/
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• Thunder Valley Community Development Corporation - Holistic organization that works for the 
liberation of the Lakota people; Wičhóthi Káğa Business Start-up and Development Center, land-
based business opportunities for the Oglala Oyáte. 

• Trickster Co. - Design company featuring Alaska Native artwork, jewelry, and more. 
 

PROFESSIONAL NETWORKS & COLLECTIVES 

• ArtPlace America (ArtPlace) - Historic initiative (2010-2020) that demonstrated how arts can drive 
social and community outcomes; many Native projects funded under this model (now archived, but 
models remain active via creative placemaking networks). 

• Indigenous Curatorial Collective (ICCA) - Supporting and connecting fellow Indigenous curators, 
artists, writers, academics, and professionals through various methods of gathering. 

• Indigenous Roots Cultural Arts Center (IRoots) (St. Paul, MN) - Community arts hub providing 
studio and performance space, wellness programming, and arts-based social justice initiatives. 

• Native American Art Studies Association (NAASA) -  Encourages the ongoing study and exchange 
of ideas on Native American art north of the Rio Grande. 

• NEST Guild & Makers United - Global network for handcraft businesses; access to on-demand 
learning resources, training workshops, personalized mentorship, financial readiness and capital 
access programs.  

• Qualla Arts & Crafts Mutual (Cherokee, NC) - Historic cooperative sustaining Cherokee artisan 
economy.  

• Tananáwit: A Community of Warm Springs Artists (Warm Springs, OR) - Community organization 
providing economic development opportunities for Native artists of the Columbia River Plateau.  

• Woodland Indian Art, Inc. Art Guild - Community of artists and supporters of authentic Native 
American art. 

• yəhaw̓ Indigenous Creatives Collective - Arts opportunities for creatives, exhibitions, installations, 
performances, residencies, markets, publications, grants, and other community-led projects in 
South Seattle, on Coast Salish territories. 

 

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE & CAPACITY-BUILDING PROGRAMS 

• Artist Communities Alliance Workshops + Trainings - Hosting a variety of workshops, training 
courses, learning institutes and webinars for residency programs and staff.  

• ATALM Professional Development Certificate Program - Online and in-person training offered to 
institutional staff, covering essential areas like Artist Support, Building Capacity, and Technology 
Innovations. 

• ATALM/CERF+ Native Craft Artist Readiness Program (NCARP) - Short-term capacity building 
program providing Native craft artisans with training, networking opportunities, resources, and 
financial support. 

• Creative Capital Artist Lab - Online professional development curriculum designed to help artists 
working at any career stage.  

• First Peoples Fund Fellowship Opportunities - Offering three unique fellowship opportunities 
designed to support Native artists at different stages of their creative and professional journeys: 
Artist in Business Leadership Fellowship (ABL); Cultural Capital (CC); Native Performing Arts (NPA).  

https://thundervalley.org/
https://trickstercompany.com/
https://www.artplaceamerica.org/
https://icca.art/
https://indigenous-roots.org/
https://nativearts.org/
https://www.buildanest.org/nest-guild
https://quallaartsandcrafts.org/
https://shop.warmspringsartists.org/
https://www.woodlandindianart.com/guild
https://yehawshow.com/
https://artistcommunities.org/organization/workshops-trainings
https://www.atalm.org/resources/professional-development/certificate-programs-for-conference-attendees/
https://www.atalm.org/programs/past-programs/native-craft-artist-readiness-program/
https://creative-capital.org/artist-resources/professional-development/
https://www.firstpeoplesfund.org/programs/fellowships
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• First Peoples Fund Native Arts Ecology Building Grant (NAEB) - Coaching, training, and funding to 
Native nonprofit organizations and cultural art organizations with a focus on Native Community 
Development Financial Institutions (Native CDFIs). 

• Intercultural Leadership Institute (ILI) - Year-long intensive leadership experience for artists, 
culture bearers and other arts practitioners; honing personal and professional skills to affect local, 
national and global communities. 

• Joan Mitchell Foundation: Creating a Living Legacy (CALL) - Initiative providing resources and 
instruction in the areas of career documentation, inventory management, and legacy planning.  

• Native Arts & Cultures Foundation (NACF) SHIFT – Transformative Change + Indigenous Arts 
Program - Two-year award that supports innovative community-driven projects created in 
partnership with an organization that uplifts Native communities.  

• NEST Guild - Learning + Community - Global network for handcraft businesses; access to on-
demand learning resources, training workshops, personalized mentorship, financial readiness and 
capital access programs.  

• s'gʷi gʷi ʔ altxʷ: House of Welcome on The Evergreen State College Olympia Northwest Heritage 
Program (Tacoma, WA) - Focuses on working in partnership with Federally Recognized tribal 
communities and cultural communities to develop culturally-based art workshops; available grants 
are up to $6,000 per workshop, per year. 

 

LEGAL & INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RESOURCES 

• ATALM-NCARP - Resource Library for Native Artists: Intellectual Property Protections & Legal 
Considerations - Collection of resources to help Native craft artists navigate the legal landscape and 
protect their creations and cultural expressions. 

• Indian Arts and Crafts Board (IACB) - Oversees enforcement of the Indian Arts and Crafts Act, 
Source Directory for Native Artists, Exhibition Opportunities, Resources and Publications; operates 
under the U.S. Department of the Interior.   

• Local Contexts - Global initiative supporting Indigenous communities with tools to reassert cultural 
authority in heritage collections and data. 

• U.S. Copyright Registration Toolkit - Provides the essentials of understanding copyright and how to 
file an application. 

• U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) - National patent office and trademark registration 
authority for the United States; educational resources and free services. 

• World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) - Global intellectual property (patents, industrial 
designs, copyright, trademarks etc.) information, resources. 

 

YOUTH & EMERGING ARTIST PROGRAMS  

• Center for Native American Youth (CNAY) Creative Native Call for Art - Providing space and 
support for Indigenous artists, ages 5-24, to showcase their talents. 

• Cultural Survival Indigenous Youth Fellowships – Supporting Indigenous leaders between the ages 
of 17-28 in the areas of technology, program development, journalism, community radio, media, and 
Indigenous Peoples’ rights advocacy. 

• Indigenous Curatorial Collective Mentorship Program - Nurturing the next generation of 
Indigenous curators through mentorship, collaborative exhibition-making, and critical discourse. 

https://www.firstpeoplesfund.org/programs/native-arts-ecology-building-grants
https://weareili.org/
https://www.joanmitchellfoundation.org/creating-a-living-legacy
https://www.nativeartsandcultures.org/programs/shift
https://www.nativeartsandcultures.org/programs/shift
https://www.buildanest.org/nest-guild
https://www.evergreen.edu/houseofwelcome/supporting-native-art-and-artists
https://www.evergreen.edu/houseofwelcome/supporting-native-art-and-artists
https://www.atalm.org/resources/native-craft-artist-resource-library/intellectual-property-protections-legal-considerations/
https://www.atalm.org/resources/native-craft-artist-resource-library/intellectual-property-protections-legal-considerations/
https://www.doi.gov/IACB
https://localcontexts.org/
https://www.copyright.gov/intellectual-property-toolkits/copyright-registration-toolkit.pdf
https://www.uspto.gov/
https://www.wipo.int/portal/en/
https://www.cnay.org/creative-native/
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/programs/community-media/youth-fellowship
https://icca.art/curatorial-mentorship/
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• Nations Skate Youth - Empowering Indigenous youth to keep culture and traditions alive and to 
embrace self-determination through the positive impact of skateboarding. 

• Native Arts & Cultures Foundation (NACF) LIFT – Early Career Support for Native Artists Program - 
One-year awards that support emerging Native artists (defined by experience, not age) in 
developing and realizing new projects.   

• Peabody Essex Museum (PEM) Native American Fellowship Program - Open to rising graduate 
students, emerging, and in-service cultural professionals; summer and long-term opportunities 
available.    

• Running Strong for American Indian Youth - Programs centered on leadership, development, 
wellness, and cultural connectedness. 

• Running Strong Dreamstarter Creative - Support for Native creators who describe and celebrate 
Indigenous cultures in diverse mediums; grant of up to $2,500 to help support their craft, and 
further their art education. 

• School for Advanced Research (SAR) Indian Arts Research Center (IARC) Native Artist Fellows - 
Three non-residential fellowships to support the creative development of both established and 
emerging Native American artists; applications accepted through January 15 annually.   

• The Skatepark Project Indigenous Program - Prioritizes the creation of public skate spaces and 
youth development programming in Native communities; technical assistance and fundraising 
support. 

• Stronghold Society (Denver, CO) - Promotes youth empowerment through skateboarding, music, 
and art — a powerful model of art and social service combined. 

• Ucross Foundation Fellowship for Native American Artists - Four-week residency, includes 
uninterrupted time, private studio space living accommodations, meals prepared by professional 
chef, a stipend, and an award of $2,000 and the opportunity to present work publicly. 

• Vision Maker Media (VMM) - Empowering and engaging Native American people to share their 
stories; Native Youth Media Project, Creative Shorts Fellowship. 

 

FUNDERS & FINANCIAL SUPPORT  

 

Purpose: Direct sources of financial support for Native artists, organizations, and projects.  
 

PHILANTHROPIC FOUNDATIONS 

• Art Bridges Foundation - Provides financial and strategic support for exhibitions, loans and 
collection sharing. 

• Ben and Jerry Foundation - Focused on social and environmental justice, Indigenous rights, and 
community organizing. 

• Bush Foundation - Programs include grants for Native Nations and the Bush Fellowship for Native 
leaders. 

• Doris Duke Foundation - Grants and fellowships to performing artists; "Creative Labor, Creative 
Conditions," a campaign and network celebrating artists as creative laborers. 

• Ford Foundation - Funds initiatives related to Indigenous cultural sovereignty, media and film 
production, and arts organizations. 

• The George Gund Foundation - Supporting arts organizations focused on equity and cultural 
preservation. 

https://nationskateyouth.com/
https://www.nativeartsandcultures.org/programs/lift
https://www.pem.org/about-pem/jobs-opportunities/native-american-fellowship-program
https://indianyouth.org/
https://indianyouth.org/dreamstartercreative/
https://sarweb.org/iarc/native-american-artist-fellowships/
https://skatepark.org/indigenous-program
https://strongholdsociety.org/
https://www.ucrossfoundation.org/native-american-fellowships.html
https://visionmakermedia.org/
https://artbridgesfoundation.org/
https://benandjerrysfoundation.org/
https://www.bushfoundation.org/
https://www.dorisduke.org/
https://www.fordfoundation.org/
https://gundfoundation.org/
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• Henry Luce Foundation - Funding projects focused on the history and contemporary practice of 
Native American art, including academic research, major exhibitions, and conservation efforts. 

• The James Irvine Foundation - Past initiative that funded over 100 arts engagement experiments in 
2018. 

• Kataly Foundation - Unrestricted funding to organizations focused on Indigenous sovereignty, land 
back, and racial equity, often supporting cultural institutions and artist collectives 

• The Kresge Foundation - Support for cultural preservation, placekeeping, and capital projects for 
Native communities and cultural districts. 

• Lumina Foundation - Supporting Native student success, culturally-relevant curriculum 
development, and Tribal college capacity. 

• MacArthur Foundation - Funding global cultural preservation efforts, including media and 
documentary work by Native storytellers. 

• Margaret A. Cargill Philanthropies (MACP) - Long-term funding for Native Arts and Culture 
organizations, capacity building for Tribal Nations, and support for traditional knowledge. 

• Marguerite Casey Foundation - Native-led social change and organizing efforts, often funding 
organizations where arts and culture are leveraged for advocacy and community power-building. 

• McKnight Foundation - Supporting Indigenous cultural practices, organizations, and artists within 
the Midwest region, primarily Minnesota. 

• Mellon Foundation - Significant focus on cultural heritage preservation and access; institutional 
capacity (archives, libraries), repatriation initiatives, curatorial training/fellowships, and Indigenous 
language/archival work. 

• Minneapolis Foundation - Support for local Native arts, cultural, and social service organizations. 

• Northwest Area Foundation - Support for Native organizations and Tribal governments working on 
economic development, community wealth-building, and cultural revitalization. 

• Pass The Mic Foundation (PTM) - Focused on building community resilience, empathy, and 
awareness through music, stories, art, education and connectivity. 

• The Pew Charitable Trusts - Funding for research and policy related to environmental stewardship, 
Indigenous rights, and the preservation of cultural heritage and resources. 

• Rasmuson Foundation - Individual Artist Award and capital grants for cultural centers, museums, 
and community infrastructure across the state of Alaska. 

• Roy and Patricia Disney Family Foundation (RPDFF) - Indigenous environmental justice and land 
conservation issues, often supporting Tribal-led environmental initiatives in California and the 
greater Western US. 

• Saint Paul and Minnesota Foundation - Supports Native arts, cultural organizations, and community 
development efforts throughout Minnesota, using arts and culture as a strategy for healing and 
equity. 

• San Diego Foundation - Supports programs serving Kumeyaay and other local Native American 
communities in San Diego County. 

• Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community - Providing grants for cultural preservation, language 
revitalization, and Native-led education programs. 

• Walton Family Foundation - Funds initiatives related to Indigenous water rights, environmental 
stewardship, and Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK). 

• Wilburforce Foundation - Funding Indigenous-led conservation efforts and cultural survival tied to 
traditional lands and waters; particularly in the Pacific Northwest. 

• Windgate Foundation - Major funder of traditional/contemporary Native craft programs, 
exhibitions, curriculum development, and technical training. 

https://hluce.org/
https://www.irvine.org/
https://www.katalyfoundation.org/
https://kresge.org/
https://www.luminafoundation.org/
https://www.macfound.org/
https://www.macphilanthropies.org/
https://caseygrants.org/
https://www.mcknight.org/
https://www.mellon.org/
https://www.minneapolisfoundation.org/
https://www.nwaf.org/
https://www.ptmfoundation.org/
https://www.pew.org/en/
https://rasmuson.org/
https://rpdff.org/
https://spmcf.org/
https://www.sdfoundation.org/
https://shakopeedakota.org/philanthropy/
https://www.waltonfamilyfoundation.org/
https://wilburforce.org/
https://windgatefoundation.org/
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FEDERAL & STATE GRANT PROGRAMS  

• Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) - Funding opportunities for library services, 
museum operating grants, professional development, and grants specifically for Native American, 
Alaska Native, and Native Hawaiian organizations. 

• National Endowment for the Arts (NEA) - Direct project support, general operations, cultural 
projects, master artist/apprentice programs, and arts education initiatives. 

• National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) - Tribal cultural programs, funding for language 
documentation and revitalization, oral history projects, and museum preservation efforts related to 
Native culture. 

• State Arts Agencies (SAA) / State Arts Councils - Many offer grants for Individual Artists, support 
for Master/Apprentice relationships in traditional arts, and funding for cultural organizations; 
search for "Your State Name" + "Arts Council Grants." 

• State Humanities Councils - Many offer grants for public humanities projects (lectures, films, 
exhibitions) that interpret and share Native histories, languages, and cultural expressions with the 
broader public; search for "Your State Name" + "Humanities Council." 

 

TRIBAL AND COMMUNITY GRANTMAKERS  

• Artadia - Direct, unrestricted financial support to individual Native artists who are selected from 
one of the organization's partner cities. 

• The Ciri Foundation - Non-profit organization offering grants, scholarships, online handbook, and 
other resources for Alaska Native Artists. 

• Craft Emergency Relief Fund (CERF+) - Support for artists practicing traditional crafts, offering 
emergency relief grants and business preparedness resources. 

• Creative Capital for Artists - Project grants; Indigenous artists among awardees. 

• Cultural Survival: Keepers of the Earth Fund - Designed to support Indigenous community 
advocacy and development projects; $12,000 USD, directly to traditional Indigenous communities, 
collectives, organizations, and governments, to support self-designed development projects based 
on Indigenous values. 

• First Nations Development Institute (FNDI) - Offering direct financial grants, technical assistance, 
and training. 

• First Peoples Fund - Funds organizational capacity building grants and support opportunities for 
Native artists. 

• Native Arts and Cultures Foundation (NACF) - Supports artists in all stages and disciplines (visual, 
performing, literary); grant programs, direct artist awards, and support for Native-led institutions. 

• NDN Collective - Flexible, community-rooted support for artists and cultural leaders. 

• Potlatch Fund - Native-led nonprofit funding tribal and urban Native communities in Washington, 
Oregon, Idaho, and Montana. 

• Shakopee Mdewakanton Sioux Community - Providing grants for cultural preservation, language 
revitalization, and Native-led education programs. 

• s'gʷi gʷi ʔ altxʷ: House of Welcome on The Evergreen State College Olympia (Tacoma, WA) - 
Public service center, built in collaboration with Northwest Tribes; Indigenous Arts Campus, 

https://www.imls.gov/
https://www.arts.gov/
https://www.neh.gov/
https://artadia.org/
https://thecirifoundation.org/
https://cerfplus.org/
https://creative-capital.org/
https://www.culturalsurvival.org/programs/advocacy/koef
https://www.firstnations.org/
https://www.firstpeoplesfund.org/
https://www.nativeartsandcultures.org/
https://ndncollective.org/grant-opportunities/
https://www.facebook.com/PotlatchFund/
https://shakopeedakota.org/philanthropy/
https://www.evergreen.edu/houseofwelcome
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resources for Native artists, Native Creative Development Program; Northwest Heritage Program; 
Supporting Indigenous Arts Mastery (SIAM) grant program. 

• yəhaw̓ Indigenous Creatives Collective - Arts opportunities for creatives, exhibitions, installations, 
performances, residencies, markets, publications, grants, and other community-led projects in 
South Seattle, on Coast Salish territories. 

 

CORPORATE & PRIVATE SPONSORS  

• Adobe - Software and training to Native artists and students, often partnering with educational 
institutions and cultural centers to support digital arts and media creation. 

• Carhartt - Recent collaborations with Native artists resulting in products that honor Indigenous art 
and design, often including profit-sharing models that benefit Native artists or organizations. 

• Bank of America - Sponsors major Native arts exhibitions; significant Art Conservation Project 
grants for preserving cultural collections. 

• BNSF Railway Foundation - Community grants to Tribal-based organizations for cultural programs, 
educational initiatives, and preservation efforts. 

• Comcast / NBCUniversal - Funds Native media arts, filmmaking programs (e.g., Sundance 
Indigenous Program), and digital preservation/access initiatives for cultural content. 

• Nike (N7 Fund) - Supports Native youth sports and wellness organizations; apparel line often 
features Indigenous artists' designs. 

• Patagonia - Funds grassroots efforts related to Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK), cultural 
practices tied to conservation, and Indigenous rights advocacy related to land and water. 

• Ralph Lauren Corporate Foundation - Historically partnered with institutions for Native arts 
exhibitions and cultural initiatives, bridging high fashion and retail with Indigenous design and 
aesthetics; funding focuses on fostering advocacy & access and strengthening community 
resilience. 

• Target Foundation - Community grants to local non-profits, including Native arts organizations, that 
are focused on youth, education, and social services near their store locations. 

• Walt Disney Imagineering - Programs often involve Native artists and students in developing 
cultural aspects of theme parks and media, focusing on storytelling, design, and mentorship in 
large-scale creative environments. 

• Wells Fargo - Major sponsor of Native art markets (SWAIA, Heard), providing financial awards and 
supporting Native entrepreneurship programs and financial literacy initiatives. 

 

CROWDFUNDING PLATFORMS AND MICROGRANTS  

• The Awesome Foundation - Microgrant funding for projects that prioritize grassroots community 
ideas; up to $1,000 (Monthly, no financial or legal obligations required). 

• Craft Emergency Relief Fund (CERF+) - Emergency relief grants for craft artists; up to $3,000. 

• The Foundation for Contemporary Arts (FCA) - Small emergency grants for visual and performing 
artists requiring immediate funding for unexpected costs connected to a project or presentation; 
under $2,500. 

• GoFundMe - Ideal for supporting emergency needs (e.g., loss of studio, medical costs, or immediate 
travel for cultural events) or personal education/apprenticeships. 

https://yehawshow.com/
https://www.adobe.com/creativecloud.html
https://www.carhartt.com/c/bethany-yellowtail-collection
https://www.bankofamerica.com/
https://www.bnsffoundation.org/
https://corporate.comcast.com/company/impact
https://about.nike.com/en/mission/initiatives/n7-fund
https://www.patagonia.com/actionworks/home/choose-location/
https://corporate.ralphlauren.com/foundation-2
https://corporate.target.com/sustainability-governance/target-foundation
https://sites.disney.com/waltdisneyimagineering/
https://www.wellsfargo.com/
https://www.awesomefoundation.org/en
https://cerfplus.org/
https://www.foundationforcontemporaryarts.org/
https://www.gofundme.com/


  
Strengthening Institutional Support for Native Artists (SISNA) - Resource Directory  Last update: Nov. 2025 

 

ASSOCIATION OF TRIBAL ARCHIVES, LIBRARIES, AND MUSEUMS 25 

 

• Indiegogo - Good for experimental projects where reaching the full goal is less critical, or for artists 
who need immediate access to partial funds. 

• Kickstarter - Public-facing projects that require a large up-front budget. Forces strong marketing 
and community engagement; requires a clear goal and project deadline (e.g., film, album, large-
scale installation). 

• Patreon - For artists who create regularly (e.g., podcasters, musicians, digital artists) and wish to 
build a direct, long-term relationship with their supporters. 

• Robert Rauschenberg Foundation Medical Emergency Grants - Grants to artists in any discipline for 
financial emergencies due to fire, flood, illness, or other crisis; up to $1,000. 

 

PUBLICATIONS, MEDIA & RESEARCH 

 

Purpose: Platforms and documentation that amplify Native artists’ voices and build 
understanding of Native arts ecosystems.  
 

PUBLICATIONS & MEDIA PLATFORMS  

• American Indian Art Magazine (archival) - Historic record of Native arts coverage. 

• American Indian: Magazine of the Smithsonian's National Museum of the American Indian - 
Digitized archive of NMAI's quarterly magazine.  

• First American Art Magazine - Quarterly coverage of Native arts and scholarship; exhibition 
reviews, artist profiles, cultural preservation features. 

• First Peoples Fund Blog - Collection of stories celebrating individuals at the center of Indigenous 
Arts Ecology. 

• IAIA & MoCNA Publications - Catalogs/books on contemporary Native art and practice. 

• Indian Country Today - Multimedia outlet, delivering Indigenous news to national and global 
audiences. 

• IndiJ Public Media - Nonprofit sustaining Indigenous journalism that uplifts Native communities. 

• Inuit Art Quarterly - Magazine devoted to advancing and appreciating Inuit and circumpolar 
Indigenous arts.  

• Native American Art Magazine - Bimonthly magazine and website specially written for collectors, 
galleries and painters. 

• Native Arts + Cultures Foundation (NACF) Stories - Blog providing in-the field coverage, 
contemporary thought, and critical voices on Native arts and culture. 

• Native News Online - Daily news that affects the lives of Native Americans nationwide. 

• News from Native California - Quarterly magazine devoted to the arts, culture, language of Native 
California. 

• Tribal Business News - Digital publication; in-depth stories, analysis and business intelligence on 
Native business and economic development activities. 

• Tribal College Journal - Arts/culture features from the TCU network. 

• Tribal College Press (TCP) - Academic press for the nation’s 37 tribal colleges and universities. 

• Wíčazo Ša Review - Interdisciplinary, peer-reviewed biannual journal; articles, essays, interviews, 
reviews, literary criticism, and scholarly research pertinent to Native American Studies and related 
fields. 

 

https://www.indiegogo.com/en
https://www.kickstarter.com/
https://www.patreon.com/
https://www.rauschenbergfoundation.org/programs/grants/rauschenberg-emergency-grants
https://www.americanindianmagazine.org/archive
https://firstamerican.art/
https://www.firstpeoplesfund.org/news/blog
https://store.iaia.edu/shop/iaia-and-mocna-publications/3?page=1&limit=30&sort_by=category_order&sort_order=asc
https://ictnews.org/
https://indijpublicmedia.org/
https://www.inuitartfoundation.org/inuit-art-quarterly
https://www.nativeamericanartmagazine.com/
https://www.nativeartsandcultures.org/blog
https://nativenewsonline.net/
https://newsfromnativecalifornia.com/
https://tribalbusinessnews.com/
https://tribalcollegejournal.org/
https://tribalcollegepress.org/index.php
https://www.upress.umn.edu/journals/wicazo-sa-review/
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DIGITAL & BROADCAST OUTLETS (PODCASTS, RADIO, ONLINE MEDIA)  

• All My Relations Podcast - Covering topics like blood quantum, fashion, food sovereignty, and 
visibility. 

• Daybreak Star Radio - Musical, educational, cultural, and language arts programming that 
reconnect Indigenous, Native American, and First Nations people; Book Club. 

• First Peoples Fund Collective Spirit Podcast - Featuring Native artists or culture bearers discussing 
the power of Indigenous art and culture. 

• Indian Country Today - Multimedia outlet, delivering Indigenous news to national and global 
audiences.  

• Minnesota Public Radio News: Art Hounds - Features highlighting exciting local art, Indigenous 
works and events often covered.  

• Native America Calling - Live, call-in program focusing on Native American issues, including arts and 
culture. 

• Toasted Sister - Dedicated to Indigenous food, highlighting traditional recipes, modern food 
systems. 

 

RESEARCH, DATA, AND REPORTS ON NATIVE ARTS 

• A Collection of BIG IDEAS from 2022-2024 

• ATALM Native Arts & Culture Councils Pilot Project (NACC) 

• ATALM Sustaining & Advancing Indigenous Cultures Summit Report, 2021 

• ATALM 2022 Sustaining and Advancing Indigenous Cultures: Native Artist Needs Assessment 
Report 

• Building a Foundation for Native Arts & Culture Councils 

• Institutional Support for Native Artists Briefing 

• National Endowment for the Arts, American Artscape Magazine: Contemporary Culture: Equity 
and Access in the Arts for Native American Communities, "Changing the Story," 2022 No. 1.  

• Native Arts and Cultures: Research, Growth and Opportunities for Philanthropic Support 

• Progressing Issues of Social Importance Through the Work of Indigenous Artists: A Social Impact 
Evaluation of the Native Arts and Cultures Foundation’s Pilot Community Inspiration Program 

• SISNA Resource Master List, 1st edition, 07 Oct. 2025 
 

STORYTELLING & VISIBILITY INITIATIVES (SPOTLIGHT FEATURES, AWARD PROGRAMS, 
MEDIA SERIES)  

• Craft in America (PBS Series) - Promoting original handcrafted work through programs in all media; 
Indigenous art highlighted. 

• First American Art Magazine - Quarterly coverage of Native arts and scholarship; exhibition 
reviews, artist profiles, cultural preservation features.  

• First Peoples Fund Collective Spirit Podcast - Featuring Native artists or culture bearers discussing 
the power of Indigenous art and culture.  

• National Endowment for the Arts National Heritage Fellowships - Nation's highest honor in folk 
and traditional arts; several Native artists included. 

https://www.allmyrelationspodcast.com/
https://daybreakstarradio.com/
https://www.firstpeoplesfund.org/news/collective-spirit-podcast
https://ictnews.org/
https://www.mprnews.org/arts/art-hounds
https://www.nativeamericacalling.com/
https://toastedsisterpodcast.com/
https://www.atalm.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2.-Big-Ideas.pdf
https://www.atalm.org/programs/past-programs/native-arts-culture-councils-pilot-project/
https://www.atalm.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/Native-Artists-Needs-Assessment-Report.pdf
https://www.atalm.org/resources/reports/atalm-reports/#native-artists-report/1/
https://www.atalm.org/resources/reports/atalm-reports/#native-artists-report/1/
https://blog.americansforthearts.org/2022/12/06/building-a-foundation-for-native-arts-culture-councils
https://www.atalm.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/3.-Institutional-Support-Briefing.pdf
https://www.arts.gov/stories/magazine/2022/1/contemporary-culture-equity-and-access-arts-native-american-communities/changing-story
https://www.arts.gov/stories/magazine/2022/1/contemporary-culture-equity-and-access-arts-native-american-communities/changing-story
https://www.fordfoundation.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/2010-native-arts-and-cultures.pdf
https://www.nativeartsandcultures.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/20170606-Rev-CIP-Eval-Exec-Sum-Public.pdf
https://www.nativeartsandcultures.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/20170606-Rev-CIP-Eval-Exec-Sum-Public.pdf
https://www.atalm.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/11.-Resources.pdf
https://www.craftinamerica.org/
https://firstamerican.art/
https://www.firstpeoplesfund.org/news/collective-spirit-podcast
https://www.arts.gov/honors/heritage/list
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• Native America Calling - Live, call-in program focusing on Native American issues, including arts and 
culture; interviews with Native artists and cultural figures on current events and projects. 

• Sundance Institute Indigenous Program - Labs and fellowships focusing on the specific 
development of storytellers from Native and Indigenous backgrounds; Indigenous Film Tour. 

 

INTERNATIONAL & CROSS-CULTURAL PROGRAMS 

 

Purpose: Networks and programs that connect Native artists and institutions with global 
Indigenous peers.  
 

INTERNATIONAL INDIGENOUS PROGRAMS  

• Canada Council for the Arts - Canada’s public arts funder; Grants for First Nations, Inuit, Métis 
artists. 

• Creative Australia - Australian Government’s principal arts investment and advisory body; 
investment/initiatives for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander artists. 

• Creative NZ: Arts Council of New Zealand Toi Aotearoa - Funding, capability building, and 
international programs for all New Zealander artists and their communities; Te Rōpū Mana Toi 
advisory group of arts sector leaders informing advocacy work. 

• Indigenous Screen Office (Canada) - Funding, training, mentorship for screen storytellers. 

• Inuit Art Foundation - Supporting Inuit artists working in all media and geographic areas; funding 
opportunities and professional development resources.  

• The Arctic Museum of Norway - Exhibits offering the history of the Sea Sami culture and heritage; 
Sami jewelry available for purchase in gift shop. 

• UNESCO International Fund for Cultural Diversity - United Nations funds supporting arts and 
cultural bodies, government institutions and non-governmental organizations in the Global South; 
fields of cinema, performing arts, visual arts, and media arts, as well as design, music, and 
publishing. 

 

GLOBAL COLLABORATIONS & EXCHANGES  

• Asian Cultural Council (ACC) - Fostering cultural exchange between the U.S. and Asia; fellowships 
and grants available for artists, scholars, arts professionals, organizations, and arts communities. 

• Forge Project Confluence Residency - Fully funded art criticism residency for international 
Indigenous writers and scholars.   

• International Arts and Artists (IA&A) - Exhibitions, programs, and services to artists, arts 
institutions, and the public.  

• IA&A Cultural Exchange Programs - Exchange Visitor Program and International Partnership 
Initiative.  

• Inuit Art Foundation Circumpolar Exchange Program - (2019 - 2020) Artist exchanges in which 
Indigenous artists from Canada and other countries in the circumpolar North attended artistic 
festivals, residencies or workshops.  

• National Endowment for the Humanities International Opportunities - Supporting bi- and multi-
national projects that advance both humanities research and cultural exchange.  

https://www.nativeamericacalling.com/
https://www.sundance.org/programs/indigenous-program/
https://canadacouncil.ca/
https://creative.gov.au/
https://creativenz.govt.nz/
https://iso-bea.ca/
https://www.inuitartfoundation.org/
https://en.uit.no/tmu
https://www.unesco.org/creativity/en/international-fund-cultural-diversity
https://www.asianculturalcouncil.org/grant-opportunities
https://www.forgeproject.com/projects/convenings
https://www.artsandartists.org/
https://www.artsandartists.org/cultural-exchange-programs/about/
https://www.inuitartfoundation.org/artist-programs/artist-exchanges-and-workshops
https://www.neh.gov/initiatives/international-opportunities
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• NEST Guild & Makers United – Global network for handcraft businesses; access to on-demand 
learning resources, training workshops, personalized mentorship, financial readiness and capital 
access programs. 

• Res Artis - Global network of 700+ vetted arts residency centers, organizations, and individuals in 
over 80 countries; searchable database.   

• World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) Indigenous Fellowship Program - Working in 
WIPO Traditional Knowledge Division; focusing on global policy discussions relevant to protecting 
Traditional Knowledge (TK) and Intellectual Property (IP) law and policy across borders. 

 

CROSS-BORDER FELLOWSHIPS & PARTNERSHIPS 

• Banff Centre for Arts and Creativity Indigenous Arts Programs (Banff, AB) - Performances, 
concerts, residencies, presentations, workshops, talks, and exhibitions; offering scholarships of up 
to 100% to support Indigenous artists to attend programming.   

• Forge Project Confluence Residency - Fully funded art criticism residency for international 
Indigenous writers and scholars. 

• National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) & Canada's Social Science and Humanities 
Research Council - Collaborative funding opportunities to advance Indigenous research, often 
focusing on shared cultural histories. 

• Res Artis - Searchable database of 700+ vetted arts residency centers, organizations, and individuals 
in over 80 countries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.buildanest.org/nest-guild
https://resartis.org/
https://www.wipo.int/en/web/traditional-knowledge/indigenous/fellowship
https://www.banffcentre.ca/indigenous-arts
https://www.forgeproject.com/projects/convenings
https://www.neh.gov/initiatives/international-opportunities
https://www.neh.gov/initiatives/international-opportunities
https://resartis.org/

